46                    NOAH WEBSTER.

more rampant in Webster than in any of
his contemporaries.    The passages which I
have been quoting intimate the deference
which Webster displayed toward the peo-
ple.    He was one of the first to carry a
spirit of democracy into letters.    Intense
Federalist as he was, his Federalism agreed
with a stout anti-aristocratic spirit; and
throughout his work one may detect a con-
fidence in the common sense of the people
which was as firm as Franklin's, and was
used, in his enthusiasm, to determine ques-
tions in language and literature never before
brought to such a test.   Unquestionably a
main source of Webster's strength and suc-
cess lay in this democratic instinct; it was
not patriotism alone, it was the spirit which
hailed the new democracy, and in its very
contempt of precedent and historic author-
ity disclosed its rude self-reliance.

This temper had a more favorable field
for its exhibition in the third part of "A
Grammatical Institute " which bore the sub-
" title: " An American Selection of Lessons
in Reading and Speaking; calculated to
improve the Minds, and refine the Taste of
Youth, and also to instruct them in the